Proclamations Proc. 8301

Families are the foundation of our society, and parents play the vital role
of providing stability, guidance, and discipline so children can lead healthy
lives. Teachers, caregivers, and mentors can also help teach children about
the importance of making good choices. All Americans can help our Na-
tion’s youth become healthy and responsible adults by encouraging them
to avoid risky behaviors such as early sexual activity, drugs, alcohol, and
violence.

My Administration remains dedicated to helping younger generations
achieve their dreams by supporting programs that encourage children to
maintain healthy and active lifestyles. The Helping America’;s Youth initia-
tive, led by First Lady Laura Bush, is helping children make smart deci-
sions so they can confront challenges and live longer and better lives. The
HealthierUS initiative encourages positive habits and addresses public
health issues facing our Nation’s youth, such as childhood obesity.
Through the President’s Challenge, we are promoting personal fitness and
encouraging youth to stay active beyond the school gym. Through these
and other efforts, we can make our country stronger by teaching children
the importance of healthy choices.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 105), has called for the designation of the first Monday in Octo-
ber as “Child Health Day” and has requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 6, 2008, as Child Health
Day. I call upon families, schools, child health professionals, faith-based
and community organizations, and State and local governments to reach
out to our Nation’s young people, encourage them to avoid dangerous be-
havior, and help them make the right choices to achieve their dreams.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8301 of October 3, 2008
German-American Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For generations, German Americans have contributed to our Nation’s iden-
tity, culture, and prosperity. On German-American Day, we recognize the
many Americans with German ancestry who helped make our country
great, and we celebrate our strong friendship with Germany.

The people of Germany and the United States share important family and
cultural ties, and millions of American citizens are of German descent.
Some of their forebears were among the first to settle Jamestown, and they
and many others like them helped lay the foundation for our country,
which has become the most prominent symbol of freedom in the world.
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Proc. 8302 Title 3—The President

Many German Americans have shaped our way of life and added to our
country’s rich heritage.

In celebrating German-American Day, we honor generations of German
Americans who came to our shores with dreams of opportunity and con-
tributed to the greatness of our country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2008, as German-
American Day. I encourage all Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our Nation’s liberty and prosperity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8302 of October 3, 2008
Fire Prevention Week, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fire Prevention Week is an opportunity to call attention to the importance
of fire safety, especially in the home, and to honor our Nation’s firefighters
for their heroism.

Americans can help reduce home fires by taking simple steps such as regu-
larly inspecting furnaces and fireplaces, keeping space heaters at least 3
feet from flammable materials, and checking the condition of electrical
cords. Making sure that smoke alarms and fire extinguishers work can also
help minimize the impact of home and building fires. I encourage all
Americans to remember this year’s theme—“It’s Fire Prevention Week: Pre-
vent Home Fires!”—and to check their homes for fire hazards to help pre-
vent disasters.

Across our Nation, firefighters put themselves at risk to protect our commu-
nities, and their selfless dedication has saved countless lives. America’s
Bravest hold a cherished place in our hearts, and we honor those who have
paid the ultimate price to protect citizens in harm’s way. The sacrifice of
these men and women is an inspiration to all and epitomizes the true
meaning of heroism.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 5 through October
11, 2008, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, October 5, 2008, in accord-
ance with Public Law 107-51, the flag of the United States will be flown
at half staff on all Federal office buildings in honor of the National Fallen
Firefighters Memorial Service. I call on all Americans to participate in this
observance through appropriate programs and activities and by renewing
their efforts to prevent fires and their tragic consequences.
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